
 



God’s Divine Valentine  
 



Christ’s broken body was God’s 
unique valentine expression to all 
humankind 

 

Eucharist symbolizes this in a way 
that valentine cards/flowers/gifts 
symbolize  love for another 

 

The Body of Christ is God’s on-going 
gift to the world  



And he took bread, gave thanks and 

broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 

“This is my body given for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, which is poured out for 

you.   

     - Luke 22: 19-20 



When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 

began to give it to them. Then their 

eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, and he disappeared from their 

sight. They asked each other, “Were 

not our hearts burning within us while 

he talked with us on the road and 

opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 

 



They got up and returned at once to 

Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven 

and those with them, assembled 

together and saying, “It is true! The 

Lord has risen and has appeared to 

Simon.”  Then the two told what had 

happened on the way, and how Jesus 

was recognized by them when he broke 

the bread.    - Luke 24:30- 35  

 



“I am the bread of life. Your forefathers 

ate the manna in the desert, yet they 

died.  But here is the bread that comes 

down from heaven, which a man may 

eat and not die. I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. If anyone 

eats of this bread, he will live forever. 

This bread is my flesh, which I will give 

for the life of the world.”  - Jn. 6:48-51  

 



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 

was filled with awe, and many wonders and 

miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles. All the believers were together 

and had everything in common. Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to 

anyone as he had need.  

 



 Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 

the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.  

      - Acts 2: 42-47  



 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 

I speak to sensible people; judge for 

yourselves what I say. Is not the cup of 

thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 

participation in the blood of Christ? And is 

not the bread that we break a participation 

in the body of Christ? Because there is one 

loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we 

all partake of the one loaf.  -1Cor.10:14- 16  



Let me go over with you 

again exactly what 

goes on in the Lord’s 

Supper and why it is 

so centrally important. 

I received my 

instructions from the 

Master himself and 

passed them on to 

you. The Master, 

Jesus, on the night of 

his betrayal, took 

bread.  



Having given thanks, 
he broke it and said, 

“This is my body, 
broken for you. 

Do this to remember 
me.” 

After supper, he did 
the same thing with 

the cup: 

“This cup is my blood, 
my new covenant 

with you. 

Each time you drink 
this cup, remember 

me.” 



What you must solemnly 

realize is that every time 

you eat this bread and 

every time you drink this 

cup, you reenact in your 

words and actions the 

death of the Master. You 

will be drawn back to 

this meal again and 

again until the Master 

returns. You must never 

let familiarity breed 

contempt. 



Anyone who eats the 

bread or drinks the cup 

of the Master irreverently 

is like part of the crowd 

that jeered and spit on 

him at his death. Is that 

the kind of 

“remembrance” you 

want to be part of? 

Examine your motives, 

test your heart, come to 

this meal in holy awe. 

 - 1Cor.11: 23-26 



You can easily enough 

see how this kind of 

thing works by looking 

no further than your 

own body. Your body 

has many parts—

limbs, organs, cells—

but no matter how 

many parts you can 

name, you’re still one 

body. It’s exactly the 

same with Christ.  



By means of his one 

Spirit, we all said 

goodbye to our partial 

and piecemeal lives. 

We each used to 

independently call our 

own shots, but then 

we entered into a large 

and integrated life in 

which he has the final 

say in everything.  



(This is what we proclaimed 

in word and action when 

we were baptized.) Each 

of us is now a part of his 

resurrection body, 

refreshed and sustained 

at one fountain—his 

Spirit—where we all come 

to drink. The old labels 

we once used to identify 

ourselves—labels like 

Jew or Greek, slave or 

free—are no longer 

useful. We need 

something larger, more 

comprehensive. 



I want you to think about how 

all this makes you more 

significant, not less. A body 

isn’t just a single part blown 

up into something huge. It’s 

all the different-but-similar 

parts arranged and 

functioning together. If Foot 

said, “I’m not elegant like 

Hand, embellished with 

rings; I guess I don’t belong 

to this body,” would that 

make it so?  



If Ear said, “I’m not 

beautiful like Eye, limpid 

and expressive; I don’t 

deserve a place on the 

head,” would you want to 

remove it from the body?  

If the body was all eye, 

how could it hear? If all 

ear, how could it smell? 

As it is, we see that God 

has carefully placed each 

part of the body right 

where he wanted it. 



But I also want you to think 

about how this keeps your 

significance from getting 

blown up into self-

importance. For no matter 

how significant you are, it is 

only because of what you 

are a part of. An enormous 

eye or a gigantic hand 

wouldn’t be a body, but a 

monster. What we have is 

one body with many parts, 

each its proper size and in 

its proper place. No part is 

important on its own.  



Can you imagine Eye telling 

Hand, “Get lost; I don’t need 

you”? Or, Head telling Foot, 

“You’re fired; your job has 

been phased out”?  

As a matter of fact, in practice 

it works the other way—the 

“lower” the part, the more 

basic, and therefore 

necessary. You can live 

without an eye, for instance, 

but not without a stomach. 



When it’s a part of your own 

body you are concerned 

with, it makes no difference 

whether the part is visible 

or clothed, higher or lower. 

You give it dignity and 

honor just as it is, without 

comparisons. If anything, 

you have more concern for 

the lower parts than the 

higher. If you had to 

choose, wouldn’t you 

prefer good digestion to 

full-bodied hair? 



The way God designed our 

bodies is a model for 

understanding our lives 

together as a church: every 

part dependent on every 

other part, the parts we 

mention and the parts we 

don’t, the parts we see and 

the parts we don’t. If one 

part hurts, every other part 

is involved in the hurt, and 

in the healing. If one part 

flourishes, every other part 

enters into the exuberance. 



You are Christ’s body—that’s 

who you are! You must 

never forget this. Only as 

you accept your part of that 

body does your “part” mean 

anything. You’re familiar 

with some of the parts that 

God has formed in his 

church, which is his “body”:  

Apostles, Prophets, Teachers, 

Miracle Workers, Healers, 

Helpers Organizers, Those 

Who Pray In Tongues. 



But it’s obvious by now, isn’t it, 

that Christ’s church is a 

complete Body and not a 

gigantic, unidimensional 

Part? It’s not all Apostle, not 

all Prophet, not all Miracle 

Worker, not all Healer, not all 

Prayer in Tongues, not all 

Interpreter of Tongues. And 

yet some of you keep 

competing for so-called 

“important” parts. 

- 1 cor 12:12-31 





“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 

those who will believe in me through their 

message, that all of them may be one, Father, 

just as you are in me and I am in you. May 

they also be in us so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. I have given 

them the glory that you gave me, that they 

may be one as we are one: I in them and you 

in me. May they be brought to complete unity 

to let the world know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved me.  

- Jn 17:20-23 



 God sent his Son to restore us to 

wholeness 

 He uses us to restore others to 

wholeness 

 The Body of Christ, broken and poured 

out in sacrificial service to others, is 

God’s ultimate valentine expression to 

the world! 

 Yielding ourselves to the Spirit’s gifting 

in our midst is part of that sacrificial 

service. 

 

 



Why were the gifts given to the Body? 

 

To glorify God –  
﻿  

As each one has received a gift, minister it to 

one another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let 

him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 

ministers, let him do it as with the ability 

which God supplies, that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belong the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen.   

     (NKJV -1 Peter 4:10-11 

 

 



Why were the gifts given to the Body? 

 

To build faith in a living God –  
﻿  

“If I do not do the works of My Father, 

do not believe Me; “but if I do, though 

you do not believe Me, believe the 

works, that you may know and believe 

that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”  

     (NKJV -John 10:37-38) 

 

 



Why were the gifts given to the Body? 

 

To manifest the supernatural character 

of Christ’s Body to the world –  
﻿  

And my speech and my preaching were 

not with persuasive words of human 

wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, that your faith 

should not be in the wisdom of men but 

in the power of God.     

     (NKJV - 1 Cor. 2:4) 

 

 



Why were the gifts given to the Body? 

 

To provide encouragement, comfort, 

and assurance –  

 
Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but 

especially that you may prophesy. For he who 

speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but 

to God, for no one understands him; however, 

in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who 

prophesies speaks edification and 

exhortation and comfort to men.  

     (NKJV - 1 Cor. 14:1:3) 

 

 



Why were the gifts given to the Body? 

 

To perfect the saints –  

 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 

some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying 

of the body of Christ, till we all come to the 

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure 

of the stature of Christ . . .  

     (NKJV – Eph. 4:11-12) 

 

 



 Let us yield ourselves to the Spirit 

of God so that the Body might be 

built up and achieve all that God 

would have for us here at Genesis  

 

 Let us become God’s divine 

valentine to the world that so 

desperately needs Him!   

 

 



 


